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7) Augustine, trans. Henry Bettenson, Cizy of God (NY: Penguin Books, 1972), 129 217+
2098 175 229 30742 Fzatet,

8) Augustine, trans, by Thomas Williams, On Free Choice of the Will (De libero arbitrio)
(Cambridge: Hackett, 1993), 1 4%,

9) Augustine, Confession and Enchiridion, trans, Albert C, Outler (Grand Rapids, MI: Christian
Classics Ethereal Library), 4% 15%. Christian Classics Ethereal Library &3] 0] #], (2006}
79 316l HF 54, 2016 649 279l H&

URL=http://www. ccel, org/ccel/augustine/confessions, pdf)

10) Ibid., 49 157,

11) Ibid.
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12) 1bid., 8¢ 9%,

13) Ibid., 78 3%,

14) Tbid., 49 15%,

15) Augustine, Anti-Pelagian Writings, Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers Series 1, Volume 5. ed. ,
Philip Schaff (Cosimo Classics: 2007), “No one is certain and secure of his own predestination
and salvation,” A Treatise on Grace and Free Will, Christian Classics Ethereal Library &3] o]
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£ oln], i o 2 RE el mups At 919 W97} 2 H
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17) Augustine, Confession, 1278 117,
18) Augustine, Oz Free Choice of the Will, 33 217,
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26) Montague Brown, “Augustine on Freedom and God,” The Saint Anselm Journal, 2, No.2
(Spring, 2003), 51.

27) Ibid.
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29) Ibid.
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35) Thomas Aquinas, trans, Fathers of the English Dominican Province, Summa theologica
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36) Ibid.
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o|E=% &7 mEolth49)

ORI AR o] BAL o] el 2 AfrR L dhE o]
Fotar 2o, o] g SR A2 A= 53o] ofde} shte] 5
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QAREe] P9jo] AH LTI} FH, F dH el AR-drh w22
A7k F8, 5 AAHQ FHelehd, Aite] AfrAE THE A
AAF ot Z1 ] AHrelA] slel| vhe= e Zie°ﬂ thate] -2
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]I.

48) Ihid., I1, Q. 83, A, 1, T2 o} Fup = xpolw o] Ao wheba] 21 &
Ho g Awshen thil X 2 T 258 44 Abee) 19 e A5
2ol 2 o) BAA Y A2HElol et 45, 9212 Ba Bele) 45, AL

ASrdE 7R

o] 5, ZEja A E218 gk AHQ) gAY o] fF Solvk Ihid,, -1, Q. 2, A,
1-3; Q. 8. ©]&} 11, Q. 83, A, 18 Za13} i}
49) Ibid.

50) Ibid., I-1, Q. 83, A, 2. o3} o}Fup2=2] 842 -2 article 25 313} Tt.
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F /R E 28 5 dvia R, WA S50 39, S rleke
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51) Ibid,
52) Ibid,, -1, Q. 83, A, 3. ©]3} o} FLb2=9] 3|42 -2 article 3 FHL8lT)
53) Ibid.
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A 2w e Aol By 24, 7] A% F5e 1 F
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q
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H

54) Thid., I-11, Q. 6, A. 4.
55) Ibid., I-11, Q. 6, A, 4,
56) Ibid., I-11, Q. 8, A. 3.
57) Ibid., II1, Q. 18, A, 4, ©]3} A& 22 articled] Ql& W8-S kst
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AR NG AT 8 AL DT, 707 A1)
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mgt Qlho] A% 7RIk wels, o) A glol: $-el7k
TR G Ve, o) 2 917 A Seomt T
o olE & Ple-S ARl FHE NS Q4 FH 3

(

58) Martin Luther, trans, Henry Cole, On the Bondage of the Will: Written in Answer to the
Diatribe of Erasmus on Free Will (London: T. Bensley, 1823), 26 (section). Christian
Classics Ethereal Library €3] 0]#], (20073 7¢€ 1Ll H= 54, 201613 62 29 o]
<. URL=http://www.ccel. org/ccel/aquinas/summa. i, html)

59) 1bid., 4774,

60) Ibid., , 1677,

61) Ibid., 1674,
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62) 1hid., 527,
63) Ihid., 564,
64) Thid,, 2674,
65) Ibid.
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66) Tbid., 244,
67) Thid,

68) Ihid. , 2674,
69) 1bid., 654,
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72) Ibid., 3334.
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75) Ibid., 264.
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Theories of ‘free will' and Christian Ethics:
A Study on Augustine, Thomas Aquinas and
Martin Luther

Kyoung Dong Yoo, Ph D,
Professor, Department of Ethics and Society

Methodist Theological University

This paper explores the thoughts of Augustine, Thomas Aquinas
and Martin Luther, raising questions on the nature of ‘free will’ in rela-
tion to Christian Ethics.

Augustine’s view on human free will is related to his theology of
original sin. Humans have original sin as well as free will, so humans
cannot avoid the evil reality with only the free will, Original sin dis-
torts human will and because of it, humans inevitably face corruption
and sufferings. Since human will is only free to commit sin, humans
have to unite with God through divine grace in order to solve the
problem of sin and evil,

On the other hand, Aquinas, following Aristotle, defines free will
as the human nature. Humans can pursue good goals with their ra-
tional freedom and possess potentials to head towards God’s will,

Aquinas postulates that human free will is the inner moral criterion for
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discerning right and wrong, which allows humans potentials for mo-
ral virtues.

Martin Luther, among the three theologians, has the most limited
and negative view on human free will, Humans are totally corrupted
and, thus, only by God’s grace they can have justification, Luther in-
sists that, if humans have free will in terms of soteriology, the atone-
ment of the Cross is meaningless, Therefore, Luther considers human
free will is only limited to freedom of committing sin,

After reviewing the related issues briefly, this paper ends with the
importance of Christian classic notions of free will in cultivating a
sense of morality in the world where Christian ethics is called to re-

spond to the challenges we face today.
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